THE  SIGNING  OF  THE  TRUCE

and I never found a man so suspicious. He did not seem to trust a word
I said, and every now and then he and the seiyids withdrew, but none of us
seemed to make much progress.

"I want peace and justice and honour/' said Ah'. By "Sheraf" he
meant money. I meant the other kind.

"Peace I bring you," I said. "God willing I will get you justice as I
promised you before. Honour you will have from the Government and
Qu'aiti and ah1 men if you make and keep peace/'

We discussed also further peace with the Qu'aiti. They had just
purchased a year's truce for $2,000. The seiyids and I proposed that he
should throw in another three years for nothing, as well as sign the general
tribal peace.

Evening came and nothing was yet settled. I told him he must sign or I
would go. He promised and then withdrew, so I delivered "Speech No. 5."
The Hamumi tribesmen round were astonished to see me speaking thus to
'AlL I got up and went. He pursued me. *'In the morning I will sign."
I mounted my donkey and went, after a whispered word to the seiyid, We
reached Shihr late, but at dawn the seiyids returned with the two documents
signed.

On the I5th I met the Ba Hasan Tanbulis of Ma'adi at Habs as arranged.
They signed there as did the Sha'amila that day. A few days later we heard
from 'AH bin Salah in Shibam that various tribes near the Nahd and some
of the Sei'ar and some of the sections in the Wadi Rakhia had come to find
me and had signed also. I received back the documents fiom the Ba Surras
duly signed by all the tribes of Du'an. Other chiefs and tribes came in to
Mukalla and signed, while to others, more distant, went messengers with
letters.

There were extraordinary ovations in Shihr and Mukalla and one of the
best pieces of news I heard was that owing to the security, imports of goods
had largely increased in the last three ships and that there was a drop, in
some cases of as much as 50 per cent, in transport charges on the road.

Our exclusive seiyid discovered in a book of the Traditions on the night
of our arrival, a saying of the Prophet, peace be upon him, which he inter-
preted as meaning.that Peace would not come to the country save through a
stranger. This he had generously broadcasted and that too had its effect.

In Mukalla the truce between the Qu'aitis and *Ali bin Habieish was
arranged, and an effort was also made to clear up the long outstanding
bitterness* I got the Qu'aitis to agree to entertain 'Ali in Shihr and, what
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